Practice the Truth as Originally Given

II John 4-6

Introduction: Walking

I. Observation – 4

A. Certain Ones of the Church


Rejoice Greatly!

B. Concern of John

Not that they were increasing in number,

Not that they were winning souls,

They were walking in God’s truth.

John “was into” what God “is into”- Matthew 28:19-20

“Going ﻿﻿therefore ﻿﻿make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ﻿﻿teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am ﻿﻿with you always, even to the end of the age”.

How Do You Make Disciples?

Going – The Gospel is not come here, but Go there!

 I.e.: Gospel Blimp - Joe Bayly

Baptizing- not for salvation, but for obedience and testimony 

Teaching- Jesus taught them how to live, but it was based on doctrine:
· Before “you be holy” comes “God is holy”

· Before “love your brother” comes
· God first loved you before He commanded you to love.

· Trust God in your life comes after the doctrine of God is sovereign, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, Etc.

C. Commandment of the Father - 5
The commandment to which John refers in this passage was first spoken by Jesus.

John says that it was received from the Father.
John has already told us that in I John 5:2 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and ﻿﻿keep His  (God’s) commandments”.
Jesus spoke the words of the Father. In Hebrews 10:7 the writer ascribes these words to the Son: 

“Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come — In the volume the book it is written of Me — To do Your will, O God”
In John’s Gospel, Jesus says:

John 12:49
“For ﻿﻿I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, ﻿﻿what I should say and what I should speak”.
John 8:28
“Then Jesus said to them, “When you ﻿﻿lift up the Son of Man, ﻿﻿then you will know that I am He, and ﻿﻿that I do nothing of Myself; but ﻿﻿as My Father taught Me, I speak these things”. 
II. Exhortation – 5

A. The Plea

“I plead  (ἐρωτῶ)  with you”. σε sing - Beseech or exhort.
Question: Is “you” singular or plural? - You=lady=church.

So it refers to the whole church.

He has seen some walking and that’s great, but some is not enough.

While he can rejoice, even greatly, for “some,” his desire (and God’s desire) is for all to be walking in the truth.

B. The Explanation 

1. It is not a new commandment.

It was new when Jesus spoke it.

John 13:34
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”.
2. John had heard it from the Lord, Himself, long ago.

3. These believers have now had it from the beginning of their Christian experience.

4. The implication seems to be: Since you have had the commandment so long, why aren’t you all observing it.

WHAT PART OF “LOVE YOUR BROTHER”

DON’T YOU UNDERSTAND?

Note: This is a command for Christians and only they can keep it.

John is not concerned in any of his epistles with love directed toward the unsaved world.

He is concerned with evangelizing the lost - III John 5-8. 

The idea that the church is responsible to cure the world’s ills is not a Biblical concept.

The Bible does teach that, when Christians love one another it is an effective witness to the world. 

John 13:35

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

We are to love one another!
III. Definition – 6

A. Love - ἀγάπη
Love is “walking according to His commandments” – Plural.
There is absolutely nothing better that I can do for my brothers than to live obediently before God.

A lifestyle will then have its maximum effect on them for good.

Of course, it will include reaching out to them in their physical and spiritual need.

I John 3:16-17
“By this we know love, ﻿﻿because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But ﻿﻿whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?”
B. Commandment - ἐντολή - singular
First – it is not a suggestion, but a Commandment!
Secondly- there is one command.
Obedience to God’s commands can be boiled down to one command.
God says (in effect): “Do what I told you to do in just the same way I told you to do it”.
The antichrists might not tell them to disregard God’s command, just love your brother in a different way.

A truly spiritual Christian could participate in the immorality of the idol feasts. In that way he could show love to his brother by teaching him about true Christian freedom.

This has been the theme of “antichrists” throughout church history. In our day we have gay and lesbian churches and ordination of gays and lesbians.

Conclusion:

